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(57)Abstract: 

PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED: To constitute a residual ink amount detecting 
system for an ink jet recording device simply and at a low cost. 
SOLUTION: Memory for storing data relative to a residual ink amount is 
provided in an ink jet head to read residual ink data from the memory (step 
S1) when a power supply for the device is turned on, thereby using the data 
for detecting the residual ink amount. Further, the ink amount consumed for 
ink suction resumption (step S1 ) and every printing (step S6) is subtracted 
from the value indicated by the residual ink amount data each time the the 
ink suction resumption and the printing are performed. The subtraction 
results are used as new residual ink amount data and at the same time, this 
data is written to the memory in the ink jet head (steps S4, S7). When the 
residual ink amount data indicates a value below a specified level, the 
device indicates that the residual ink amount is at a low level (step S10). 
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